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descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles, and the Last
Judgment, which, it should be observed, is the subject of
the grand ceiling of the Pope's chapel, of which the Pro-
phets are angular decorations. Such the great portions of
the mighty whole.

Sir Joshua had here a difficulty; he had to combine
portrait with mythology, the woman with the Muse. Had
he intended the latter merely, the substances of the dress
would have been more solid, and contained fewer small parts;
as" he blended the characters the materials are of modern
usage, and the forms alone exceed the dignity of the
actress's toilet. The style of decoration chosen for the
head and shoulders seems to have been, from a variety of
portraits, his own decided taste, and suited to the peculi-
arities of his system of colour. The figure retires a little
to the left side, the right arm depending over one arm of
the massy chair, the left, raised on its elbow, resting upon
the other. The kind of expression given to the face, which
is very beautiful, seems an abstraction of Tragedy ; con-
templating its essence rather than its forms, its effects rather
than its properties. Its ministers attend behind in the
Aristotelian shapes of Terror and Pity; the first advances
trembling with the bowl of aconite, the second droops over
the reverted dagger. The turbid atmosphere, while it sus-
tains, accords with the figures, to which it adds its elemental
strife, only less dreadful than the war of the passions.

When, in the year 1774, Sir Joshua pronounced his c Sixth
Discourse,' which treats of the use of the inventions of
others; when he showed that conceit or indifference avoid-
ing such resources would soon, from mere barrenness, be
reduced to the poorest of all imitations, he was little aware
that in ten years from that date he might have extended his
arm to the magnificent portrait I have been describing,
and, as his modesty would have chosen to put it, exclaimed,
c See, gentlemen, behold my obligations to Michael Angelo.'
The original picture is now in the collection of Lord
Grosvenor, and, by his lordship's most liberal politeness,
accessible in the summer to all who wish to enjoy his
collection; and you are not permitted to gratify his
servants for the respectful attention which they are seem-